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the capital of Kiangsi province. The city pre-
sented a fine outward appearance. We did not
stop long enough to go through the city and see
its actual condition since its evacuation hy the
rebels.

Our route from Nan Cheong was changed in
a west by south direction, making the great
entrepot of Siang Tan our final goal. In this
route, we passed quite a number of large cities
that had nothing of special importance, either
commercially or historically, to relate. We
passed Cheong Sha, the capital of Hunan, in
the night. We arrived at Siang Tan on the
morning of the 15th of April. Siang Tan is one
of the noted entrepots in the interior of China
and used to be the great distributing center of
imports when foreign trade was confined to the
single port of Canton. It was also the emporium
where the tea and silk goods of China were
centered and housed, to be carried down to
Canton for exportation to foreign countries.
The overland transport trade between Siang
Tan and Canton was immense. It gave employ-
ment to at least one hundred thousand porters,
carrying merchandise over the Nan Fung pass,
between the two cities, and supported a large
population along both sides of the thoroughfare. south-
